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Chapter 787 plays a big roll with the Moving Wall 
The Vietnam Memorial Wall was brought to Brandon Fl on Tuesday Oct. 27th. The owner/sponsor,  

Dignity Moving Wall Inc ., a subsidiary of Dignity Memorial Gardens.  

Pictured above top row L-R, Jim LaGarde, Judy Faries, Glayron Faries, Gerard Abbett , Chapter 787 

President Tom Hall , Chapter 787 Treasurer Dave Braun. Bottom row L-R. Chapter 787 VP Carl     

Harris , Gold Star wife Marie Cain, Lori Abbett . 

These chapter 787 members, wifeôs and friends are standing in front of the area where the Vietnam Wall 

will be erected. Over 275 men and women mostly veterans escorted the tractor-trailer which carried the 

Wall to the Brandon location where it will be on display through November 1st. 
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Support for The Wall takes shape 
Submitted By: Bob Silmser 

 

 

Bob Silmser, Peter O'Connor Dignity Memorial, and Jim 

LaGarde on Monday October 19th building the 250' long  

wood platform that the Dignity Memorial Traveling       

Vietnam Wall will sit on. Others that helped were Mickey 

Taylor and Glayron Faries, Photo by Glayron Faries. We 

built the platform in record time with a slightly new design 

out of pressure Treated lumber, that was supplied by Keith 

Herr at 84 Lumber Plant City, Lorretta Clark at the Home 

Depot in Valrico, Robbie at the Home Depot in Brandon, 

and Craig at the Riverview Home Depot.  Thanks to all of 

the wonderful companies who cared to participate. 

Submitted by: Jon Mueller 

More pictures from the Moving Wall arrival in Brandon  

Pictured above L-R, Kathryn (Beth) Rodriguez, General Manager for Dignity Memorial is gives an interview to the local    

media. Next veterans are gathered at the Hillsboro Memorial F.H. & Cemetery location to unload the Moving Wall parts from 

the trailer. 

Pictured below, L-R, motorcycle riders who escorted the Wall while it was in transit help put it together. Next V.V.A. Florida 

State Council President Jerry Klein speaker, last picture is the chapter 787 tent manned by Jim LaGarde & Carl Harris . 
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Medal of Honor recipients of 

the War in Vietnam 

 

Submitted by: Jon Mueller 

Submitted By: Jon Mueller 

Quote 
 

ñIt is generally inadvisable to eject directly over the area you just bombed.ò 

   - US Air Force Manual 

 

 

 

LTC  JACKSON, JOE M.  

Rank and organization: Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Air Force, 311th Air Commando 

Squadron, Da Nang, Republic of Vietnam. Place and date: Kham Duc, Republic of 

Vietnam, 12 May 1968. Entered service at: Newman, Ga. Born: 14 March 1923, 

Newman, Ga. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk 

of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Lt. Col. Jackson distinguished himself 

as pilot of a C-123 aircraft. Lt. Col. Jackson volunteered to attempt the rescue of a 3-

man USAF Combat Control Team from the special forces camp at Kham Duc. Hos-

tile forces had overrun the forward outpost and established gun positions on the air-

strip. They were raking the camp with small arms, mortars, light and heavy automatic 

weapons, and recoilless rifle fire. The camp was engulfed in flames and ammunition 

dumps were continuously exploding and littering the runway with debris. In addition, 

8 aircraft had been destroyed by the intense enemy fire and 1 aircraft remained on the 

runway reducing its usable length to only 2,200 feet. To further complicate the landing, the weather was deteriorating 

rapidly, thereby permitting only 1 air strike prior to his landing. Although fully aware of the extreme danger and likely 

failure of such an attempt. Lt. Col. Jackson elected to land his aircraft and attempt to rescue. Displaying superb air-

manship and extraordinary heroism, he landed his aircraft near the point where the combat control team was reported 

to be hiding. While on the ground, his aircraft was the target of intense hostile fire. A rocket landed in front of the nose 

of the aircraft but failed to explode. Once the combat control team was aboard, Lt. Col. Jackson succeeded in getting 

airborne despite the hostile fire directed across the runway in front of his aircraft. Lt. Col. Jackson's profound concern 

for his fellowmen, at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of 

the U.S. Air Force and reflect great credit upon himself, and the Armed Forces of his country. 

Submitted by: Tom Hall  

 

Thank You Chapter 787 Fund-Raisers, another Job Well Done 
 

Listed below our the members who worked the fundraiser at Publix located at Providence Road and Bloomingdale on 

October 2-3, 2009. 

  

Beverly Thomas, Carl Harris, Dave Braun, Gerard Abbett, Herman Rainey, Jim LaGarde,         

Kevin Ruhl, Tony Towers, Tom Hall, and Roger Honaker 
 



Calendar of Events 

Date                                                                                    Event                                                                                     Time                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                    November 2009 

7th Saturday   Veterans (Day) Parade, chapter members should meet at Clayton Plaza Hwy 60 & Kings Ave by  6:45 A.M. 

11th Wednesday              Veterans Day Ceremony at Hillsborough County Veterans Park & Museum                11:00 A.M. 

12th Thursday                                          Board of Directors Meeting, Jonôs House                                                 6:30 P.M. 

17th Tuesday          Ground-Breaking Ceremony for the new Hillsborough County Park & Museum        10:00 A.M. 

19th Thursday                       Chapter Meeting, Hillsborough County Veterans Park & Museum                             6:30 P.M. 

 

                                                                            December 2009 

10th Thursday                   Chapter Christmas Party, Golden Corral Restaurant Providence Rd.                       6:00 PM 

                                                        No Board of Directors Meeting, No Chapter Meeting 
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                                Total  $14,697.35  (Moving Wall Fund..$7,227.22,  AVVA  $220.36, General checking $3,052.51,                                                                                                                    

.                                                             Holiday Meals Fundé$4,197.20.           
 

      Total   $1,749.09      ( Household Goodséé.$998.91       Convention Fundééé$1,361.64)  

 

                                          All Accounts Total:    $17,057.90           Thanks to our President Tom Hall      

Financial Status of Chapter 787 as of October 2009 
 

History of the     

Vietnam War  
 

   Pictured at left is chapter member 

Jim LaGarde (sitting in the middle) 

with the 2nd period class of English 

teacher Laura Estes NBCT and her 

Durant High School History of The 

Vietnam War class. 

   Many veterans have volunteered to 

be guest speakers over the years at 

our local High Schools. It is a very 

important that we Vietnam Veterans 

share our experiences.  

   If you wish to volunteer for this 

rewarding guest speakers position, 

please contact Jim LaGarde. 


