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Local Vietnamese Celebrate Tet
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Kevin Ruhl
Dave Braun
Jon Mueller
State Council Delegate:
Kevin Ruhl
Newsletter Editor: Jon
Mueller, E-mail:
ParaSF68@aol.com

Meetings
Chapter Meetings are
held the 4th Thursday of
each month.
Time: 6:30 PM

On Saturday February 6th, the Tampa area Vietnamese community celebrated the Tet New Year at the
St. Joseph Vietnamese Mission. Chapter 787 past President and current Treasurer Tom Hall attended
with Jon Mueller.
Shown above Tom Hall visits with one of the organizers, USAF Major Asan Q. Bui. Major Bui is
currently assigned to the Special Operations Research Development & Acquisition Command, MacDill
AFB.
Tom Hall initially made contact with this group back in October when the Dignity Memorial Moving
Wall was on display in Brandon.
Continued on the next page…………….

Location: Veterans Memorial Park & Museum
3602 Hwy. 301 N.
Tampa Fl. 33619. See
Map on last page.
Mailing address: P.O.
Box 89247, Tampa Fl.
33689-0404.
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Vietnamese Tet Celebration continued………….

Submitted by: Jon Mueller

Lawyers challenging federal faker laws
The Associated Press Posted : Tuesday Feb 2, 2010 13:15:30 EST

DENVER — A federal law that makes it illegal for anyone to falsely claim military medals is facing First Amendment challenges in Colorado and California.
Lawyers in both cases have made similar arguments against the Stolen Valor Act, saying that lying is protected by the First
Amendment unless it does real harm.
Xavier Alvarez of Pomona, Calif., admitted he falsely claimed he received the Medal of Honor, the nation’s highest military
decoration.
A judge rejected a motion to dismiss the charge on free speech grounds. Alvarez has appealed.
In Colorado, Richard Glen Strandlof is awaiting trial on charges of falsely claiming he received a Purple Heart and Silver Star.
He pleaded not guilty. The judge hasn’t ruled on motions raising the free speech argument.
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Vietnam War Memorial Diorama

This Vietnam War Memorial will be one of the first memorials built at the newly renovated Hillsborough County Veterans
Park. Bob Silmser has put much time and effort into this memorial. You can help out by donating money, or purchasing a
brick for a loved one or to honor a veteran. The War Memorial web site is www.hcmemorials.com.
Submitted by: Jon Mueller

Doctors Study Combat and the Brain
January 23, 2010 Stars and Stripes|by Seth Robbins--

The California neuropathologist who discovered damage in the brains of former professional football players has found
similar damage in the brain of a deceased Vietnam veteran — a potentially groundbreaking finding that suggests combat
troops who suffer head trauma might be susceptible to a degenerative brain disease.

Chapter 787 needs your donations!
Like all non-profit groups, we depend on fundraisers and donations, monetary and otherwise.
Please give what you can. Monetary contributions can be made in cash or by check to V.V.A. Chapter 787 and should be
given to any chapter officer or mailed to P.O. Box 89247, Tampa Fl. 33689-0404.
We can also accept any item that can be converted to cash or used in our fund raising events. Please contact a chapter
officer for details.
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Date

Event

Time

March 2010
11th Thursday

Board of Directors meeting, Jon’s House

6:30 PM

25th Thursday

Chapter Meeting, Hillsborough County Veterans Park

6:30 PM

April 2010
15th Thursday

Board of Directors meeting, Jon’s House

6:30 PM

29th Thursday

Chapter Meeting, Hillsborough County Veterans Park

6:30 PM

Archival copies of the OUTPOST can be viewed on our web site: www.vva787.com
Submitted by: Jon Mueller

Chapter 787 President Alive and Well after hospital visit!
Jim (Rambo) LaGarde was prodded by numerous chapter
members and friends to get his butt into the VA for a
checkup.
When he finally did so, the doc’s found a problem with his
heart and immediately told him to have further tests which
required additional overnight time at the James A. Haley
Hospital.
One of the test they had to run required the doctors to stop
his heart for a short time and then restart it so that the
rhythm could be reset back to the normal beat.
These procedures were a success and our esteemed
President is back at home and doing well.
Rambo still needs to go back to the VA for additional tests
but at least he now knows that he is at risk for a heart attack
unless he follows the doctors orders.
Reports from chapter members who visited Jim in the
hospital advised that he was in good spirits, joking with the
doctors, nurses and staff.

Submitted by: Al Doyle
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The secret army still fighting Vietnam war
Hired and armed by the CIA in the 1960s, the Hmong remain trapped in enemy jungle, forgotten by America and
the world.
By William Lloyd George in Laos Feb. 2010, The Independent, pictures by K.C. Ortiz

Up a winding dirt path through lush mountains comes the sound of whistling from the side of the road. Narrowly missing a
passing motorbike, two young boys with machine guns leap out of the dense jungle.
We need to move fast, but as one boy hauls me to the top of a steep, muddy slope his hand flicks to his eyes. He is fighting to
hold back tears.
In a tiny clearing they've cut out of the thick bamboo forest four boys, seemingly no older than 18 whisper to each other.
Sweating from the quick climb and dense heat, they hang up their torn blue uniforms on bamboo branches and prop up their
battered old AK-47s.
These are the remnants of the Royal Laos Army, hired by the Americans to disrupt Ho Chi Minh supply lines during the Vietnam War. Although Laos had been declared neutral, Vietnamese troops were operating there and the CIA saw it as another
front against the spread of communism.
For the rest of the world, the capture of Saigon – now Ho Chi Minh City – by North Vietnamese troops in 1975 marked the
end of the Vietnam War, but for the Hmong, it was just the beginning. When the communist regime, the Pathet Lao took
power it announced it would wipe out all Hmong from Laos. Since then the Hmong have been hiding in the depths of the
jungle completely cut off from the outside world.
The young soldiers lead the way to their people deep behind enemy lines in the Saysomboun, "special zone". They tread
lightly and whisper, because, they warn, the "enemy is everywhere".

Continued on next page……. Hmong rebels'
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Hmong rebels' Continued from page 5……….

More than 30 years ago, when the Vietnam War finished and the CIA pulled their agents out, Cher Fer was a young man.
When the Americans left, they took a handful of Hmong fighters with them, leaving more than 10,000 of their allies behind to
fend for themselves. Bitter at their betrayal, the Laos government persecuted those who had fought alongside the Americans,
forcing the Hmong to retreat deep inside the jungle.
"We had no choice but to take the weapons the Americans gave us and flee to the jungle," said another CIA veteran Chong
Pha Thao, wiping tears from his cheeks. "Then the Vietnamese joined forces with the Laos communists and hunted us like
animals in the jungle, leaving our people's corpses to rot when they killed them." Members of the once proud and formidable
fighting force now lie on the ground, abandoning all dignity to beg for help, even from a visiting journalist, their personification of the West. Identifying themselves as CIA soldiers, they plead over and over again for the Americans to return, and take
them out of their "living hell". "I am CIA. In 1970 Mr Jerry gave me this M79 and told me to shoot enemy," Cher Fer says in a
perfect American accent, as he waves a battered grenade-launcher in the air.
"We have lost thousands of troops for America – when
the Laos soldiers kill us they feel like they have killed an
America soldier. The CIA must come and save us." The
fantasy that America will one day come and liberate
them has motivated the veterans and their families to
struggle on through for the last 30 years. But despite the
Hmong rebels' alliance with the CIA, the American
government has made little effort to extract them from
the jungle.
Bill Lair, the legendary CIA agent who coordinated the
operation to build an anti-Communist resistance army
out of poorly educated jungle tribes people, defended the
Agency's actions. Speaking by phone from his home in
Waco, Texas, he said that the US originally hired the
Hmong and used Thai recruits to train them because the
Hmong "were better than anyone else around, every step they took was up or down so they could move a lot faster than the
enemy".
But when asked if America should now take steps to save them, he replied: "The CIA owes them nothing. We gave them the
choice to leave but they decided to stay, thinking they could go back to how they used to live in the mountains".
In 2007, Vang Pao, the leader of the Hmong rebels appointed by the CIA, who later emigrated to the US and was a Hmong
community leader there, was arrested in California and charged by the US with conspiring to overthrow the Laos government.
The charges were later dropped, but the message was clear: America was now on the side of Laos, its former enemy, an enemy
it trained Vang Pao to fight.
The Lao foreign ministry spokesman Khenthong Nuanthasing has denied that the group exists, stating, if anything, they are
nothing more than "bandits". However, according to the Hmong, the Laos army has recently increased their campaign with the
assistance of the Vietnamese. Hmong leaders report that the intensity of attacks against them has increased and their groups
are being driven further and further into the jungle.
A planned trip by Vang Pal to visit Vientiane, the Laos capital, to try and strike a peace deal has been cancelled citing security
risks. The Laos government has announced that if he returns he will "face the death sentence for his war crimes during the
Vietnam War".
In the jungle camp, fear is written on all the faces, even those of the children. With Thailand apparently turning its back on
them, and the US seemingly ignoring their plight, they know their chances of survival are slim. As the entire group gathers to
say farewell, one old lady grabs my hand and whispers in my ear.
"I know the communists are going to kill us all... when they do, make sure you tell the world we were here and what they did
to us."
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Membership Application
Membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (for other then
training purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between February 28th 1961 and May 7, 1975,
or in any duty location between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975.

Vietnam Veterans of America
Send to: VVA Chapter 787, P.O. Box 89247, Tampa Fl. 33689-0404
Name:________________________________________ Male:______ Female:______ Date of Birth:______________
Address:_______________________________________ Apt. #_____City:_________________State:_____Zip:______
Home Phone:___________________ Work or Cell Phone:_______________________
E-Mail:___________________________________________________________Chapter #787 Sponsor_______________

Membership Type:
Individual:

1 year_______$20

3 years________$50.

Associate: 1 year_______$20

3 years________$50

Life Member Options: ______Life Member Ages 49 and Under: $250, ____Life Member Ages 50-55: $225, ____Life
Member Ages 56-60: $200, ____Life Member Ages 61-65: $175, ____Life Member Ages 66 +: $150
______I am already a V.V.A. member and want to become a life member. My V.V.A. Member number is ________________
______________________________.
Optional Time Payment plan: $50 down, and $25 per month until paid in full.
Payment Method: Check______
Money Order_____ Visa_______ MasterCard_______ If using a credit card: Card
Exp. Date:_____________

Signature____________________________________________________

This newsletter is not the official publication of the Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA), Chapter 787, Tampa Florida. All articles, and opinions are those of
the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of Chapter 787, the VVA State Council, the VVA National or the Chapter members.
You can receive a copy of the OUTPOST each month at no cost. Contact Jon Mueller via e-mail at ParaSF68@aol.com and provide your e-mail address. You
will need to have an Adobe Acrobat Reader on your PC to open the newsletter . You can also receive it by US mail . The cost is $12 per year. Make your check
payable to V.V.A. Chapter 787 and mail it to P.O. Box 89247, Tampa Fl. 33689-0404. Make sure you identify the payment for the OUTPOST.

THE OUTPOST
Help Your Chapter Grow
Bring a New Member to the Next Chapter Meeting.
Come and Join Us. Give us your Ideas.
Chapter meetings are held at the Veterans Memorial Park & Museum, 3602 Hwy. 301 N. Tampa Fl. 33619.

Contact E-mail Addresses:
President Jim LaGarde: clagarde@tampabay.rr.com
VP Carl Harris: c-e-harris@tampabay.rr.com
Secretary: Bob Picariello
Treasurer : Tom Hall MarineDI@aol.com
State Council Delegate Kevin Ruhl:
MSgtMCRet@aol.com
Board of Directors
Kevin Ruhl: MSgtMCRet@aol.com
Dave Braun: Prowler143@aol.com
Jon Mueller: ParaSF68@aol.com

Important Web Sites
Vietnam Veterans of American, Chapter 787, Tampa Bay Florida………………..…..……….. http://www.vva787.com
Hillsborough County Veterans Park Museum & War Memorials (NEW)………………………..www.hcmemorials.com
Vietnam, Yesterday & Today…………….…………………………...http://servercc.oakton.edu/~wittman/chronol.htm
Vietnam Veterans Legacy Foundation…………………………………………………………………………...www.vvlf.org
National League of Families of American POW’s/MIA’s………..……………………………..www.pow-miafamilies.org
V.V.A. National Office on the World Wide Web…………………….………………………………………....www.vva.org
U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs……………………………………….……………………………………………...www.va.gov
OPM Veterans Hiring Preference………………………………………….………………………...www.opm.gov/veterans
Uniformed Services Family Health Plan (USFHP)………………………….………………………………...www.usfhp.com
U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims………………………………….…………………...www.vetapp.uscourts.gov
Children of Vietnam Vets…………………………………………………….…………www.geocities.com/pentagon/9125
The Center for Women Veterans…..……………………………………………………………...…www.va.gov/womenvet
Vietnam Women Memorial Foundation, Inc (formerly “Project”)….……….…....www.vietnamwomensmemorial.org
The Moving Wall—Vietnam Combat Veterans LTD………………………………………………www.themovingwall.org
The Virtual Wall……………………………………………………………………..……………………...www.virtualwall.org
Get a Copy of your DD-214 on-line…………………………..http://www.archives.gov/veterans/evetrecs/index.html
Florida State Council web site………………………………………………………………………………....www.vvafsc.org

