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Chapter 787 President Steps Down 

November 19, 2009 

 

To the Member & Board of Chapter 787, 

 

     After much consideration, I hereby tender my resignation as President of Chapter 787 effective 

through December 10, 2009.  I will give all of Chapter 787ôs property that I have at my house within 

two weeks to the person designated by the Board.  If no one is designated I will place everything in the 

Chapter storage unit. 

 

     I have stretched myself too thin in the amount of time to where Iôm slide in area in positions I fill  to 

where I canôt fulfill the offices as Chapter President and the Recon Editor and the Florida State Council 

Treasurer and still have time to devote to doing personal things with my wife and around the house. 

 

     I will not entertain any attempt for the Chapter to change my mind. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tom Hall , President 

 

Picture Submitted by: Tom Hall  

Chapter 787       

Donates $7500! 
 

Pictured at right L-R, Veteran in 

red is not identified, Hillsborough 

County Veterans Council       

members Tom Fletcher and 

Dave Braun. Chapter President 

Tom Hall . The donation will go       

directly to the Veterans Park  

Vietnam War Memorial          

construction fund. 
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Pictures by: Tom Hall  

Veterans Day Event, Veterans Park & Museum 

Pictured L-R, chapter member, Glayron Faries, VP Carl Harris , Judi Faries, next person is unknown. Pictured next is State 

of Florida Attorney General, Bill McCollum speaking. To his right is Elsie Amos and to his left are a number of Hillsborough 

County Commissioners.  

 

Chapter 787 Holiday Meal Program 

Pictured at left, L-R, Chapter 787 members, Tom Hall, Jim La-

Garde, Bob Silmser, Herman Rainey, Tony Towers, Glayron 

Faries, and Judi Faries. The last two individuals are unidentified. 

Every year during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, many 

of your chapter members drag themselves out of bed at around 4 

a.m. and head out to a cold Tampa warehouse. Once there they 

pickup different food courses which when combined will make a 

full Thanksgiving or Christmas meal for female veterans and some 

of their families who are in need during the holidays. 

The ñHoliday Mealò programôs base of operations is the Homeless 

Women Veterans Program which falls under the Veterans Health 

Administration. 

 
Picture Submitted by: Tom Hall  

Hillsborough County Veterans Park, 

Museum & War Memorials 
Pictured at right is chapter member Bob Silmser. Bob has been 

one of the prime movers of the Vietnam War Memorial along with 

men like chapter member Dave Braun and Jim Basta. 

The park will be home to many theaters of war which will honor 

the men and women who have served in the U.S. military. 

Hillsborough County has funded a $2.5 million dollar renovation 

that includes a new entranceway and infrastructure.
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Medal of Honor recipients of 

the War in Vietnam 

 

Submitted by: Jon Mueller 

Submitted By: Jon Mueller 

Quote 
 

ñNot everyone who lost his life in Vietnam died thereéé.. 

Not everyone who came home from Vietnam ever left there.ò 

Author Unknown. Taken from the book The Ether Zone, by R.C. Morris, a chapter 787 member 

 

 

 

 

 

SINGLETON, WALTER K.  

 
Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. Marine Corps, Company A, 1st Battal-

ion, 9th Marines, 3d Marine Division. Place and date: Gio Linh District, 

Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam, 24 March 1967. Entered service at: 

Memphis, Tenn. Born: 7 December 1944, Memphis, Tenn. Citation: For con-

spicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the 

call of duty. Sgt. Singleton's company was conducting combat operations 

when the lead platoon received intense small arms, automatic weapons, rocket, 

and mortar fire from a well entrenched enemy force. As the company fought 

its way forward, the extremely heavy enemy fire caused numerous friendly 

casualties. Sensing the need for early treatment of the wounded, Sgt. Singleton 

quickly moved from his relatively safe position in the rear of the foremost 

point of the advance and made numerous trips through the enemy killing zone 

to move the injured men out of the danger area. Noting that a large part of the 

enemy fire was coming from a hedgerow, he seized a machinegun and assaulted the key enemy location, delivering 

devastating fire as he advanced. He forced his way through the hedgerow directly into the enemy strong point. Al-

though he was mortally wounded, his fearless attack killed 8 of the enemy and drove the remainder from the hedge-

row. Sgt. Singleton's bold actions completely disorganized the enemy defense and saved the lives of many of his com-

rades. His daring initiative selfless devotion to duty and indomitable fighting spirit reflected great credit upon himself 

and the Marine Corps, and his performance upheld the highest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service. 
 
 

Submitted by: Jon Mueller 

U.S. Officer Revisits His Past In Vietnam 

 

(New York Times)By Seth Mydans  

 

Cmdr. H. B. Le, the first Vietnamese-American to command a U.S. Navy        

destroyer, had just stepped ashore on a formal port call, making an emotional 

return to Vietnam for the first time since he fled as a young boy on a fishing boat 

at the end of the war in 1975 

http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe2615757c6c017f711172&ls=fdf312717d64067d7313757c&m=ff011577756600&l=fe8f15797163017d73&s=fdfb15727463007e7410757d&jb=ffcf14&t=


Calendar of Events 

Date                                                                                    Event                                                                                     Time                                                                                                                                                

 

                                                                             December 2009 

10th Thursday                   Chapter Christmas Party, Golden Corral Restaurant Providence Rd.                       6:00 PM 

                                                        No Board of Directors Meeting, No Chapter Meeting 

 

                                                                                     January 2010 

8th  Saturday                         Field of Honor Ceremony, Veterans Park, Hosted by Chapter 787                             10:00 AM 

14th Thursday                                         Board of Directors meeting, Jonôs house                                                      6:30 PM 

28th Thursday                              Chapter Meeting, Hillsborough County Veterans Park                                           6:30 PM 
                                                                                                                                   

Archival copies of the OUTPOST can be viewed on our web site: www.vva787.com 
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                             Total  $7,189.84      (AVVA  $220.36, General checking $2,972.28, Holiday Meals $3,997.20)                                                                                                       
 

 Total   $2,406.78      ( Household Goodséé.$1,019.14      Convention Fundééé$1,389.64)  

 

                                           All Accounts Total:    $9,596.62           Thanks to Tom Hall for this financial information.     

Financial Status of Chapter 787 as of November 2009 
 

Submitted by: Jon Mueller 

Stolen Valor 
 

NJ VA official admits faking military record  
 

 

The Associated Press Posted : Monday Nov 30, 2009 13:06:36 EST 

 

CAMDEN, N.J. ð An official in New Jerseyôs Military and Veterans Affairs  

Department has admitted he falsely claimed a heroic record in the Vietnam War 

as a U.S. Army paratrooper and artilleryman. 

Sixty-four-year-old William Devereaux of Laurel Springs did not just tell lies. He 

also broke the law because he said his military service left him totally and        

permanently disabled and was qualified for a property tax exemption. 

As part of his guilty plea to theft charges Monday, Devereaux agreed to serve 30 days of house arrest, five years probation 

and to reimburse Laurel Springs more than $54,000 in unpaid taxes. 
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Pictures by: Jon Mueller 

 

                            Chapter 787 member talks to students 

Chapter member John Kieffer took some time off to speak at Armwood High School and the History of the Vietnam War 

class of teacher Bruce Burnham. Bruce is also a chapter 787 member. 

John Kieffer, who was a platoon leader with the Armyôs 5th Infantry (Mech), brought with him some gear from the Vietnam 

era. A Tampa Tribune reporter was on hand to record the event. 

Picture by: Tom Hall & John Kieffer  

Veterans Day Parade  

 

Pictured above (L) is V.V.A. Chapter 787 and friends on our parade float, at right is Glayron Faries driving his vintage 

Jeep with Tom Hall  riding shotgun. 

Submitted by: Jon  Mueller 

The Surprising Lessons Of Vietnam 
(Newsweek) By Evan Thomas and John Barry  

 

McChrystal has read Karnow's book, but he has also read many others. One that he has read ð and reread ð is a 1999 

book called A Better War, written by Lewis Sorley, a retired Army lieutenant colonel. Sorley argues that,     contrary to the 

conventional wisdom, the U.S. could have won in Vietnam ð if only the U.S. Congress hadn't cut off military aid to South 

Vietnam. 

http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe2315757c6c0474711074&ls=fde21271726d04787d1d7972&m=ff011577756600&l=fe9215797163057f70&s=fdfb15727463007e7410757d&jb=ffcf14&t=
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State of Mississippi, War Memorials 

These pictures are but a small sample of the many taken by Nicole Abbett, daughter of 

chapter member Gerard Abbett. The memorial has numerous exhibits from all WWII to 

today. 

Submitted by: Jon Mueller 

TAPS 

MoH recipient, a retired colonel, dies at 88é..served in three wars 
 
The Associated Press Posted : Tuesday Nov 17, 2009 15:58:18 EST 

LEWISTON, Maine ð A Mechanic Falls native who was awarded the 

Medal of Honor for leading a bayonet charge against an enemy position 

during the Korean War has died. 

Lewis Millett was 88. He died Saturday in Loma Linda, Calif. 

Millett's younger sister, Alice Pepin, tells the Lewiston Sun Journal her 

brother felt strongly about defending his  country. 

Millett received the Medal of Honor in 1951 from President Harry Truman. 

Millett joined the Army in 1940 and fought in World War II.  

After the war he returned to Maine and attended Bates College before     

being sent to Korea. He later served in Vietnam. 

He retired from the Army in 1973 as a colonel. 

 
Submitted by: Jon Mueller 

óLiving Symbol Of The U.S. Armyô  
(Washington Times)...Andrea Billups 

 

...And on Wednesday morning at Fort Myer, the Army will give the Iowa farm boy a long-delayed Silver Star in      

recognition of the 13 lives he saved on that moonless evening in the Mekong Delta. Among those on hand will be the 

South Vietnamese general whose men a young Capt. Jack Nicholson fought to rescue in December 1963. Out of 240 

ARVN soldiers 39 survived the 13 hours battle.  

Also the American officer whose efforts have prompted a forgetful  bureaucracy to honor his bravery decades later. 


